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THE DOUBLE ISLAND POINT ABORIGINAL BURIALS,
COASTAL SOUTHEAST QUEENSLAND

lan McNiven

INTRODUCTION

This paper reports on the excavation of two Aboriginal
burials from near Double Island Point, Cooloola
National Park, southeast Queensland. The work
represents the first controlled excavation of Aboriginal
burials in southeast Queensland since Haglund’s
Broadbeach Aboriginal Burial Ground excavation in the
1960s (Haglund 1976). The examination of the two
burials arose out of a larger regional study of settlement
and subsistence at Cooloola (McNiven 1985, 1990),
which focuses on Holocene shell midden and stone
artefact scatters. This project revealed that historically-
recorded resident groups of marine-oriented peoples
across the northern and southern sections of the region
probably developed during the last 1000 years. In that
connection, this paper details two burials pertaining to
this Recent Phase occupation of Cooloola. It provides
a description of the antiquity and method of burial and
documents consultations with local Aboriginal groups.

EXCAVATION BACKGROUND

In April 1989, the Anthropology Museum, at the
University of Queensland, was contacted by the
Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service
concerning a possible Aboriginal burial which had been
naturally exposed near Double Island Point. 1|
confirmed its Aboriginal origin the following day and
immediately contacted the Thoorgine Educational and
Cultural Centre, the nearest Aboriginal organization to
the site. It was agreed that the burial should be
immediately removed to protect it from vandalism and
desecration by tourists from an adjacent camping
ground. | subsequently excavated the burial with the
assistance of Bryce Barker (Department of
Anthropology and Sociology, The University of
Queensland).

While visiting the burial site in June 1989, | discovered
that continuing wind erosion had uncovered another
Aboriginal burial a few metres from the first. The
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Police Department
and Thoorgine Educational and Cultural Centre were
immediately contacted. | informed the Thoorgine
Educational and Cultural Centre that the possibility
existed for an entire burial ground being uncovered and
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Figure 1 The Cooloola region showing location of Site 1

made two suggestions for action. The area could be
tested for other burials and, if others were found
indicating the existence of a burial ground, then a major
and expensive stabilization project should be initiated.
Alternatively, if no other burials were located it was
highly probable that few if any other burials existed in
the area, and the second burial should be removed for
the same reasons as the first. These recommendations
were agreed to, and | subsequently excavated the site
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[image: image4.jpg]with the assistance of Bryce Barker, Su Davies and
Kathy Frankland (Department of Anthropology and
Sociology, The University of Queensland).

DOUBLE ISLAND POINT SITE 1

The burials were located within Double Island Point Site
1 (McNiven 1985), which is situated immediately south
of Double Island Point in a large sandblow (Fig.1). The
site is characterized by an extensive but intermittent
shell and stone artefact scatter at least 100 m x 200 m
in extent (Fig.2). The site has a sparse covering of sand
spinifex grass (Spinifex hirsutus) with casuarina
(Casuarina littoralis) and banksia (Banksia integrifolia)
woodland occurring around the periphery of the
sandblow.

The burials were exposed at the southwest corner of
the site at the apex of the sandblow. In recent years,
the entire western section of the site has undergone
massive wind erosion resulting in the removal of metres
of sand and the exposure of extensive deposits of shell
midden material, stone artefacts and the two burials
under discussion. The burial location was designated
Excavation Area 2 following previous excavations at the
site (Excavation Area 1 — Fig.2; see also McNiven
1990).

BURIAL 1

Fragmented bones covered an area of approximately 1
m x 2 m. Although these surface bones provided few
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clues as to the type of burial (eg primary, secondary,
flexed, extended, etc.), the recovery of the atlas bone
in correct anatomical relation to the skull provided
strong support for a primary burial. Although the skull
had been removed soon after discovery by National
Parks’ rangers to prevent desecration by tourists, it was
photographed prior to removal and its position was
marked with a stake. Numerous shells and stone
artefacts were spatially associated with the bones.

A 2.5 m x 3.0 m grid consisting of 30 units each 50 cm
x 50 cm was established over the burial (Fig.3). Each
grid unit was excavated separately as a single
excavation unit with a mean depth of 6.5 cm. The
sediment consisted of loose very pale brown sand with
a pH of 7.0. No stratigraphic changes were observed
during the excavation.
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Figure 3  Detail of excavation grid system (test pits having multiple

excavation units shown in black)

All complete bones and major bone fragments were
photographed both before and during excavation, and
their location was plotted on graph paper. Most bones
were removed soon after excavation to minimize
cracking due to sun exposure and attrition from
wind-induced sand blasting. No chemical
consolidation of bones was undertaken during
excavation. Tissue paper was wrapped around bones
prior to placement into labelled plastic bags and
padded cardboard boxes.

The remaining contents of each excavation unit were
weighed and sieved through 3 mm mesh. All sieve
residues were kept, including small bone fragments,
shells, stone artefacts and vegetal remains. Large
stone artefacts were plotted on the burial graph and
bagged separately.

Bones were recovered down to a maximum depth of 11
cm, with the majority occurring within 3 cm to 4 cm of
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I Anthropology Centre, Department of Anatomy,
The University of Queensland, pers. comm.
F 1989).

BURIAL 2

E  Theleft side of the skull was the only part of the
skeleton exposed upon discovery. Given that
r the mandible was in correct anatomical position
with the cranium, | assumed that the remainder
p of the skeleton extended beneath the sand. A
2 m x 2 m grid system consisting of 50 cm x 50
cm units was subsequently placed over the
area of the burial for excavation. All excavated
units were removed as single excavation units.

A relatively dense scatter of shells and stone
r artefacts in a matrix of grayish brown
(10YR-5/3) sand was encountered across the
B surface (2 cm - 3 cm) of the grid. These
artefactual remains appeared to represent
deflated sections of the adjacent in situ midden
deposit. Grid units A1, A4, B4 and D1 were
further excavated to a mean depth of 19.9 cm
A exposing finely laminated older dune sands
beneath the surface midden deposit. These

5 4 3 2 1

Figure 4  Burial 1 (‘undisturbed’ bones in black) (NB position of skull

approximated using photographs taken prior to removal). Grid

consists of squares 50 cm x 50 cm in area

the surface. Asthe bulk of shell and stone artefacts was
restricted to the surface in association with disturbed
bones, | infer that the remains of the midden deflated
down to the top of the burial subsequent to interment.

The relative position of all major bones is presented in
Figure 4. A number of bones appeared to be in correct
anatomical position. All were uncovered below the
present surface in what appeared to be non-deflated
sediments. These in situ bones include those of the
head, shoulder, right arm, vertebral column, pelvis and
feet (Fig.4).

The body was placed on its back with the head tilted to
the left. The right arm was bent to the side of the body
withthe hand placed near the right waist. The legs were
in a semi-flexed position with the knees pointing away
from the torso and the feet brought up to the right side
of the pelvic region. No data are available concerning
the position of the left arm. The body was placed on a
slight incline and longitudinally aligned northwest -
southeast.

The remains appear to be those of a small middle-aged
male. This inference is largely based on cranial and
pelvic morphology as well as the stage of development
and degree of wear of the teeth (Wally Wood, Forensic

+ laminations result from alternate layers of light-
coloured quartz and dark-coloured mineral
sands. In contrast, large areas of mottled
grayish brown (10YR-5/3) sand clearly
represented the upper sections of an oval-
shaped burial pit (Fig.5). Excavation of the
burial pit sediments continued down to a
maximum depth of 20 cm to expose the entire

Figure 5 Burial 2 (location of brass pin is arrowed). Grid consists
of squares 50 cm x 50 cm in area



10

THE DOUBLE ISLAND POINT ABORIGINAL BURIALS,

COASTAL SOUTHEAST QUEENSLAND

Ian McNiven

INTRODUCTION

This paper reports on the excavation of two Aboriginal

burials from near Double Island Point, Cooloola

National Park, southeast Queensland. The work

represents the first controlled excavation of Aboriginal

burials in southeast Queensland since Haglund's

Broadbeach Aboriginal Burial Ground excavation in the

1960s (Haglund 1976). The examination of the two

burials arose out of a larger regional study of settlement

and subsistence at Cooloola (McNiven 1985, 1990),

which focuses on Holocene shell midden and stone

artefact scatters. This project revealed that historically-

recorded resident groups of marine-oriented peoples

across the northern and southern sections of the region

probably developed during the last 1000 years. In that

connection, this paper details two burials pertaining to

this Recent Phase occupation of Cooloola. It provides

a description of the antiquity and method of burial and

documents consultations with local Aboriginal groups.

EXCAVATION BACKGROUND

In April 1989, the Anthropology Museum, at the

University of Queensland, was contacted by the

Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service
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Figure 1 The Cooloola region showing location of Site 1
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[image: image6.jpg]skeleton. All bones were recovered in a similar fashion
to those from Burial 1.

The burial consisted of a semi-flexed skeleton with all
bones in correct anatomical position (Fig.5). The body
was on a gentle incline lying on its back leaning to the
right and aligned east south east-west north west. The
head lay on the right side with the left shoulder 10 cm
higher than the right. The arms were against the side
of the torso with the right and left hands positioned to
the side and on top of the right thigh respectively. The
legs were in a semi-flexed position with the knees
pointing away from the torso and the feet brought up
behind the left hip.

Judging by cranial and pelvic morphology and the
stage of development and degree of wear of the teeth,
the remains are those of a small young woman (Wally
Wood, Forensic Anthropology Centre, Department of
Anatomy, The University of Queensland, pers. comm.
1989).

A number of andesite flaked artefacts, pipi (Donax
deltoides) and thais (Thais orbita) shells were
recovered throughout the burial fill. In contrast, no
such remains were observed throughout the lighter-
coloured laminated dune sands surrounding the burial
pit. As these artefacts are similar to those observed on
the adjacent midden, it is thought that the burial fill
incorporated midden deposit. It is apparent that the
burial pit was dug either into culturally sterile sand
located to the side of the midden or through the midden
into culturally sterile sand beneath.

Figure 6 Brass pin recovered from Burial 2

A small brass safty pin rested directly on top of ribs on
the right chest region of the body (Figs 5 and 6). In
contrast to stone and shell cultural remains recovered
from the burial matrix, the pin appears to have been
purposefully placed with the body. Given the position
of the pin, it is probable that it was attached to an article
of clothing, such as a cloak, jacket or dress. No other
artefacts (eg stone or shell) could be identified as burial
items.
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DISCUSSION

Burial Practices at Cocloola and Broadbeach

Double Island Point Burials 1 and 2 represent the first
recorded and dated (see later) Aboriginal interments for
for the Cooloola region. As a result, they make an
important contribution to our knowledge concerning
the nature of Aboriginal burial practices. Prior to this
excavation only two references to burial practices
existed for the region. One recorded a ‘corpse’
contained within a ‘bundle of bark’ secured to branches
with ‘lawyer vine’ situated high in a large fig tree at
Tewantin (Dawson nd:52). The second concerned the
wife of ‘King Tommy’ who was ‘encased in bark’ and
‘buried in a shallow grave’ immediately north of
Tewantin (Dawson nd:50). These practices are in
general accord with those known for other parts of
coastal southeast Queensland and northeastern NSW
(Haglund 1976; Lauer 1977; McBryde 1974).

Although only two burials were excavated from
Cooloola, a number of major differences exist between
these and the flexed burials from the Broadbeach
Aboriginal Burial Ground. First, flexed burials are
extremely rare at Broadbeach, representing only four
of the approximately 140 burials recovered. Second,
the Broadbeach flexed burials tended to have their
knees brought up closer towards the chest region with
hands positioned close to the head. Third, while the
Double Island Point burials were generally aligned ona
northwest-southeast axis, the Broadbeach flexed
burials were aligned either on a northeast-southwest
axis (n=3) or an east-west axis (n=1). While the
differences between the Double Island Point and
Broadbeach flexed burials should only be considered
tentative given small sample sizes, such differences are
not unexpected given the 240 km distance between
both areas and the known cultural diversity of southeast
Queensland (Langevad 1982; Morwood 1987; Petrie
1904).

Antiquity of Burials

The metal pin found associated with Burial 2 clearly
dates to the post-contact era. As first contact with
Europeans occurred in the 1820s, and traditional
Aboriginal occupation of the region terminated around
1900 due to the devastating effects of ‘colonization’
(McNiven 1990), Burial 2 probably dates to the mid- to
late-19th century. This date is consistent with the 211
BP calibrated radiocarbon date obtained from near the
base of the adjacent midden (see McNiven 1990 for
details), sections of which were used as burial fill.

Although Burial 1 was covered in a low density scatter
of shells and stone artefacts, no such remains were
recovered from sediments surrounding undisturbed
bones. If the shell midden existed at the same time of
interment, it seems remarkable that no shells, stone
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site (Excavation Area 1 - Fig.2; see also McNiven

1990).

BURIAL 1

Fragmented bones covered an area of approximately 1

m x 2 m. Although these surface bones provided few

Figure 3 Detail of excavation grid system (test pits having multiple

	
	excavation units shown in black)
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	bagged separately.

	Figure 2 Site plan of Site 1 (burials recovered from Excavation
	Bones were recovered down to a maximum depth of 1 1

	Area 2)
	cm, with the majority occurring within 3 cm to 4 cm of


This content downloaded from

203.10.59.73 on Fri, 25 Jun 2021 12:17:12 UTC

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

[image: image7.jpg]14 Double Island Point Burials

artefacts or darker midden sediments became incorp-
orated into the burial fill. On stratigraphic grounds
alone, | believe Burial 1 pre-dates both the shell midden
and Burial 2.

Further support for the suggestion that Burial 1 is older
than Burial 2 is provided by differences observed in
bone preservation. Burial 2 is in a fair state of
preservation, having most bones and only moderate
de-calcification. In contrast, Burial 1 has poor bone
preservation; most bones are very friable, while the
sacrum, ribs, sternum, centra on vertebrae, and thinner
sections of the pelvis and scapula have completely
decayed. Burial 1 has been exposed to sub-surface
weathering processes for a longer period of time than
Burial 2, providing further support for its greater age
Given that Burial 1 was probably interred prior to the
establishment of the midden, and faunal remains fail to
be preserved in sites at Cooloola dating older than 900
BP, it is probable that Burial 1 has an antiquity between
ca 200—900 BP.

Burial Ground?

The close proximity of Burials 1 and 2 raises the
question as to whether the location of Burial 2 was
influenced by knowledge of Burial 1. Given that the two
burials were interred within ca 100 — 850 years of each
other, the most parsimonious explanation is that the
association between both burials is coincidental. Such
an assessment however, would dramatically change if
further burials were uncovered. In such a situation, the
probability of three or more burials being in close
proximity as a result of independent processes seems
remote. That is, the burial of these people would seem
to indicate the existence of some notion of a burial
ground or cemetery (see Pardoe 1988).

A systematic series of 19 test pits was excavated in the
area between Burials 1 and 2 in an attempt to ascertain
the existence of other burials (Fig.3). All test pits
measured 30 cm x 30 cm in area and were generally
excavated down 80 cm as a single excavation unit.
Multiple excavation units were necessary for test pits
T2/3 (Transect 2/test pit 3) and T3/3 due to the existence
of more substantial in situ midden deposit. Despite
careful excavation and sieving of sediments through 3
mm mesh, no evidence of human remains was
observed. The only cultural remains recovered were
flaked andesite artefacts, pipi, thais, and club whelk
(Pyrazus ebeninus) shells, and tarwhine (Rhabdo-
sargus sarba) teeth. | believe therefore that the
probability of other burials and hence a burial ground
existing in the area is low.

Although continuing erosion of the burial site has also
failed to uncover more burials, the area probably has a
greater chance of containing more burials than other
areas of the region where no burials have been located.
This inference is based on the existence of the two

known burials and recent evidence which suggests the
development of a semi-permanent residential group
across northern Cooloola in the last 1000 years
(McNiven 1990, see also McNiven 1989). It has been
argued that similar changes in social organization can
result in the development of corporate group identity,
manifesting itself among other things, in the use of
formal disposal areas for the dead (Chapman 1980,
1981; Goldstein 1981; Haglund 1976; Hall and Hiscock
1988; Pardoe 1988; Tainter 1978).

In this regard, it is interesting to note that ‘King Tommy’,
an elderly Aboriginal man from Noosa at the turn of the
century, mentions the existence of a local burial ground
at Lake Weyba (Dawson nd:48). Not only is such an
assertion consistent with suggested changes in social
organization at Cooloola during the last 1000 years, but
the existence of such a communal burial ground
reflects the strong ties and commitments Noosa
Aboriginal people had to their land. Such notions may
be further explored and substantiated in the future ifand
when this or other burial grounds are discovered.

FUTURE RESEARCH

After excavation, responsibility for both burials was
subsequently undertaken by the Kabi Kabi Aboriginal
Corporation. Following transportation to Brisbane, the
remains were given to the Kabi Kabi Aboriginal
Corporation for reburial in a more stable context close
to the original burial site. At present however,
discussions are continuing concerning the possibility
of carrying out a more thorough examination of the
remains at the Forensic Anthropology Centre,
Department of Anatomy, The University of Queensland.
At the centre of these discussions is a nine page
analysis options handout. It briefly outlines the role of
forensic/physical anthropology and details the types of
analyses and their physical/chemical effects upon
bones. The purpose of the handout is for Aboriginal
people to make their own decisions concerning
scientific examination of the remains. The handout
enables the Kabi Kabi to express in writing their
agreement or disagreement to the types of analyses
that can be undertaken.'! A few examples of the
questions included in the options handout are listed at
the end of this article (Appendix 1).

Irrespective of the results of these discussions, full
agreement exists between all parties that the remains
be eventually re-interred.

CONCLUSION

This paper has provided a number of substantive and
more tentative theoretical insights concerning burial
archaeology at Cooloola. Although the major focus of
the paper has been a description of the antiquity and
method of burial, discussion also introduced the notion
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BURIAL 2
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skeleton exposed upon discovery. Given that

the mandible was in correct anatomical position

with the cranium, I assumed that the remainder
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Figure 4 Burial 1 (undisturbed' bones in black) (NB position of skull

approximated using photographs taken prior to removal). Grid consists of squares 50 cm x 50 cm in area

the surface. As the bulk of shell and stone artefacts was

restricted to the surface in association with disturbed

bones, I infer that the remains of the midden deflated down to the top of the burial subsequent to interment.

The relative position of all major bones is presented in Figure 4. A number of bones appeared to be in correct

anatomical position. All were uncovered below the

present surface in what appeared to be non-deflated sediments. These in situ bones include those of the

head, shoulder, right arm, vertebral column, pelvis and

feet (Fig.4).

The body was placed on its back with the head tilted to

the left. The right arm was bent to the side of the body with the hand placed near the right waist. The legs were in a semi-flexed position with the knees pointing away

from the torso and the feet brought up to the right side



coloured quartz and dark-coloured mineral sands. In contrast, large areas of mottled grayish brown (10YR-5/3) sand clearly represented the upper sections of an oval-shaped burial pit (Fig.5). Excavation of the burial pit sediments continued down to a

maximum depth of 20 cm to expose the entire

of the pelvic region. No data are available concerning the position of the left arm. The body was placed on a

slight incline and longitudinally aligned northwest - southeast.

The remains appear to be those of a small middle-aged

male. This inference is largely based on cranial and

pelvic morphology as well as the stage of development

and degree of wear of the teeth (Wally Wood, Forensic



Figure 5 Burial 2 (location of brass phi is arrowed). Grid consists

of squares 50 cm x 50 cm hi area
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	[image: image8.jpg]of the possible effects of changes in social organization
upon burial practices. It is hoped that these results will
stimulate further interest and research into this
fundamental and important part of Aboriginal society,
centred around close consultation with local Aboriginal
peoples.

NOTE

1. Since writing this article | have subsequently been informed
by the Kabi Kabi Aboriginal Corporation that all of the skeletal
remains are to be re-interred without further scientific
examination. No objection was raised concerning the
publication of this paper.

APPENDIX 1
EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS INCLUDED INHANDOUT

Sample question 1: age determination

Visual assessment of skeletal material enables an
estimation of the age of an individual at death. It is
based upon known discernible changes that take place
during the process of bone growth (eg the fusing of the
ends or edges of bones onto main bone shafts at
differing ages). Stage of tooth eruption and tooth wear
are also used to determine age. (yes/no)

It may also be necessary to extract a small section of
bone tissue for microscopic examination to determine
age. This procedure involves either removing a small
core of bone (usually from a leg bone) up to 1 cm in
diameter or taking a very thin section of bone a few
millimetres in thickness and placing it on a microscope
slide. (yes/no)

Sample question 2: pregnancy

By careful examination of particular ligament
attachment locations on the pelvis, insight into whether
a women was ever pregnant through her life may be
determined. (yes/no)

Sample question 3: injuries

Many people incur injuries through their lifetime that
leave markings on bones. These can occur from
normal daily activities or result from warfare, etc. (eg
broken limbs, wound abscesses, dislocations, etc.).
Other injuries may also occur from ritual activities such
as tooth avulsion, finger removal and possibly head
binding. Such changes not only provide much
information on changes in the behaviour of people
through their life, but also allow us to see possible
long-term changes in societies over thousands of years
(eg rituals, warfare etc.). (yes/no)

McNiven 15
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	skeleton. All bones were recovered in a similar fashion
	DISCUSSION

	to those from Burial 1.
	

	The burial consisted of a semi-flexed skeleton with all
	Burial Practices at Cooloola and Broadbeach

	
	

	bones in correct anatomical position (Fig.5). The body

	
	Double Island Point Burials 1 and 2 represent the first

	was on a gentle incline lying on its back leaning to the

	
	recorded and dated (see later) Aboriginal interments for

	right and aligned east south east-west north west. The

	
	for the Cooloola region. As a result, they make an

	head lay on the right side with the left shoulder 10 cm

	
	important contribution to our knowledge concerning

	higher than the right. The arms were against the side

	
	the nature of Aboriginal burial practices. Prior to this

	of the torso with the right and left hands positioned to

	
	excavation only two references to burial practices

	the side and on top of the right thigh respectively. The

	
	existed for the region. One recorded a 'corpse'

	legs were in a semi-flexed position with the knees

	
	contained within a 'bundle of bark1 secured to branches

	pointing away from the torso and the feet brought up with lawyer vine' situated high in a large fig tree at

	behind the left hip.
	Tewantin (Dawson nd:52). The second concerned the

	
	

	
	wife of 'King Tommy' who was 'encased in bark' and

	Judging by cranial and pelvic morphology and the'buried in a shallow grave' immediately north of

	stage of development and degree of wear of the teeth,

	
	Tewantin (Dawson nd:50). These practices are in

	the remains are those of a small young woman (Wally

	
	general accord with those known for other parts of

	Wood, Forensic Anthropology Centre, Department of

	
	coastal southeast Queensland and northeastern NSW

	Anatomy, The University of Queensland, pers. comm.

	1989).
	(Haglund 1976; Lauer 1977; McBryde 1974).

	
	

	A number of andésite flaked artefacts, pipi (Donax
	Although only two burials were excavated from

	
	Cooloola, a number of major differences exist between

	deltoides) and thais {Thais orbita) shells were
	

	
	

	recovered throughout the burial fill. In contrast, no these and the flexed burials from the Broadbeach

	such remains were observed throughout the lighter-
	Aboriginal Burial Ground. First, flexed burials are

	coloured laminated dune sands surrounding the burial extremely rare at Broadbeach, representing only four

	
	of the approximately 140 burials recovered. Second,

	pit. As these artefacts are similar to those observed on the Broadbeach flexed burials tended to have their

	the adjacent midden, it is thought that the burial fill
	knees brought up closer towards the chest region with

	incorporated midden deposit. It is apparent that the
	

	burial pit was dug either into culturally sterile sand
	hands positioned close to the head. Third, while the

	
	Double Island Point burials were generally aligned on a

	located to the side of the midden or through the midden
	northwest-southeast axis, the Broadbeach flexed

	into culturally sterile sand beneath.
	burials were aligned either on a northeast-southwest

	
	


axis (n=3) or an east-west axis (n = 1). While the

differences between the Double Island Point and

Broadbeach flexed burials should only be considered

tentative given small sample sizes, such differences are

not unexpected given the 240 km distance between

both areas and the known cultural diversity of southeast

Queensland (Langevad 1982; Morwood 1987; Pétrie

1904).

Antiquity of Burials

Figure 6 Brass pin recovered from Burial 2

A small brass safty pin rested directly on top of ribs on

the right chest region of the body (Figs 5 and 6). In

contrast to stone and shell cultural remains recovered

from the burial matrix, the pin appears to have been purposefully placed with the body. Given the position

of the pin, it is probable that it was attached to an article

of clothing, such as a cloak, jacket or dress. No other

artefacts (eg stone or shell) could be identified as burial

items.



The metal pin found associated with Burial 2 clearly dates to the post-contact era. As first contact with

Europeans occurred in the 1820s, and traditional

Aboriginal occupation of the region terminated around

1900 due to the devastating effects of 'colonization'

(McNiven 1 990), Burial 2 probably dates to the mid- to late-19th century. This date is consistent with the 21 1

BP calibrated radiocarbon date obtained from near the

base of the adjacent midden (see McNiven 1990 for

details), sections of which were used as burial fill.

Although Burial 1 was covered in a low density scatter

of shells and stone artefacts, no such remains were recovered from sediments surrounding undisturbed

bones. If the shell midden existed at the same time of interment, it seems remarkable that no shells, stone
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Bering Strait feels benefit
of thaw in the Cold War

From Martin Fletcher, Washington

The thaw in superpower rela-
tions is being felt even in the
frozen wastes of Alaska and
Siberia. In Washington this
week, US and Soviet officials
anaounced that they had
agreed to establish an inter-
national park spanning the
Bering Strait.

A joint feasibility study by
the National Parks Services of
the two nations, said the
purpose would be “to promote
the protection, understanding
and enjoyment of the common
heritage of Beringia”, as the
region of icebound wilderness
on both sides of the narrow
strip of sea is known.

Beringian natives would be
able to resume ancient histori-
cal and cultural links dis-
rupted by the Cold War.
Wildlife managers will be able
to track walras, birds and
other animals which migrate
between the countries. Natural
historians and scientists need-
ing to hop the 30 miles from
Alaska to Siberia for research
purposes will no longer have to
detour via Moscow.

The US has proposed an
existing 2.8 million-acre na-
ture reserve as its contribution
1o the “Arctic Park”, and the

Russians intend to match that.
Each country would supervise
its half, but there would be
regular meetings of the park
managers and they would
establish a joint “centre for
research and public
information™.

Announcing that they had
accepted the recommendation

Bering Land

2o
USSR _
Chukotsky
Peninsula i

of the joint feasibility study,
Mr Manuel Lujan, the US
Secretary of the Interior, and
Mr V.G. Sokolovsky, deputy
chairman of the Soviet State
Committee for Protection of
the Environment, said they
wanted the park established in
the near future.

Legislation will be required

in both countries, but the US
National Parks Service is
hoping that what it calls
“glasnost into glaciers” will
become reality by 1991.

The effect of the park will be
to erode the artificial twenti-
sion of two
regions, whose links date back
to the existence of an Ice Age
land bridge.

Even when that was covered
by the sea, said the feasibility
study, ‘“‘common life in
Beringia continued without
interruption for thousands of
years. Even under the flag of
the Russian Empire, and later
during American and Russian
commercial whaling periods,
people, ideas and goods moved.
across the sea.

“But the flow of culture and
ideas, which could not bé
stemmed by the submergence
of the land bridge, was dis-
rupted by the tide of politics.”

There have beén recent
signs of rapprochement. Visa
restrictions have been relaxed
for Alaskan and Siberian na-,
tives wishing to visit relatives,
Bering Air has begun charter
flights between Nome in
Alaska and the Siberian city of
Provideniya.
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artefacts or darker midden sediments became incorpknown- burials and recent evidence which suggests the

orated into the burial fill. On stratigraphie groundsdevelopment of a semi-permanent residential group across northern Cooloola in the last 1000 years

alone, I believe Burial 1 pre-dates both the shell midden

and Burial 2.
(McNiven 1990, see also McNiven 1989). It has been

argued that similar changes in social organization can

Further support for the suggestion that Burial 1 is olderresult in the development of corporate group identity,

than Burial 2 is provided by differences observedmanifesting itself among other things, in the use of

bone preservation. Burial 2 is in a fair state offormal disposal areas for the dead (Chapman 1980,

preservation, having most bones and only moderate1981 ; Goldstein 1981 ; Haglund 1976; Hall and Hiscock de-calcification. In contrast, Burial 1 has poor bone1988; Pardoe 1988; Tainter 1978).

preservation; most bones are very friable, while the

sacrum, ribs, sternum, centra on vertebrae, and thinnerInthis regard, it is interesting to note that 'King Tommy',

sections of the pelvis and scapula have completelyanelderly Aboriginal man from Noosa at the turn of the decayed. Burial 1 has been exposed to sub-surfacecentury, mentions the existence of a local burial ground

weathering processes for a longer period of time thanatLake Weyba (Dawson nd:48). Not only is such an

Burial 2, providing further support for its greater ageassertion consistent with suggested changes in social

Given that Burial 1 was probably interred prior to organizationthe at Cooloola during the last 1000 years, but

establishment of the midden, and faunal remains fail theto existence of such a communal burial ground

be preserved in sites at Cooloola dating older than reflects900 the strong ties and commitments Noosa

BR it is probable that Burial 1 has an antiquity betweenAboriginal people had to their land. Such notions may

ca 200-900 BR
be further explored and substantiated in the future if and

when this or other burial grounds are discovered.

Burial Ground?

FUTURE RESEARCH

The close proximity of Burials 1 and 2 raises the

question as to whether the location of Burial 2 was After excavation, responsibility for both burials was influenced by knowledge of Burial 1 . Given that the two subsequently undertaken by the Kabi Kabi Aboriginal burials were interred within ca 100-850 years of each Corporation. Following transportation to Brisbane, the other, the most parsimonious explanation is that the remains were given to the Kabi Kabi Aboriginal

association between both burials is coincidental. Such Corporation for reburial in a more stable context close an assessment however, would dramatically change ifto the original burial site. At present however, further burials were uncovered. In such a situation, the discussions are continuing concerning the possibility

probability of three or more burials being in close of carrying out a more thorough examination of the proximity as a result of independent processes seemsremains at the Forensic Anthropology Centre,

remote. That is, the burial of these people would seem

Department of Anatomy, The University of Queensland.

to indicate the existence of some notion of a burial
At the centre of these discussions is a nine page

	ground or cemetery (see Pardoe 1988).
	analysis options handout. It briefly outlines the role of

	
	
	

	A systematic series of
	19 test pits was excavated in the
	forensic/physical anthropology and details the types of

	
	
	analyses and their physical/chemical effects upon

	area between Burials 1
	and 2 in an attempt to ascertain
	bones. The purpose of the handout is for Aboriginal


the existence of other burials (Fig.3). All test pits

people to make their own decisions concerning

measured 30 cm x 30 cm in area and were generallyscientific examination of the remains. The handout

excavated down 80 cm as a single excavation unit.enables the Kabi Kabi to express in writing their

Multiple excavation units were necessary for test pits

agreement or disagreement to the types of analyses T2/3 (Transect 2Aest pit 3) and T3/3 due to the existencethat can be undertaken.1 A few examples of the

of more substantial in situ midden deposit. Despite questions included in the options handout are listed at careful excavation and sieving of sediments through 3

the end of this article (Appendix 1).

mm mesh, no evidence of human remains was

observed. The only cultural remains recovered were

Irrespective of the results of these discussions, full flaked andésite artefacts, pipi, thais, and club whelk

agreement exists between all parties that the remains {Pyrazus ebeninus) shells, and tarwhine (Rhabdo-

be eventually re-interred.

sargus sarba) teeth. I believe therefore that the

	probability of other burials and hence a burial ground
	CONCLUSION

	existing in the area is low.
	

	
	


This paper has provided a number of substantive and Although continuing erosion of the burial site has also

more tentative theoretical insights concerning burial failed to uncover more burials, the area probably has a

archaeology at Cooloola. Although the major focus of greater chance of containing more burials than other

the paper has been a description of the antiquity and areas of the region where no burials have been located.

This inference is based on the existence of the two
method of burial, discussion also introduced the notion
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Bering Strait feels benefit

of thaw in the Cold War

From Martin Fletcher, Washington

The thaw in superpower relaRussians- intend to match that. in both countries, but the US tions is being felt even in Eachthe country would supervise National Parks Service is frozen wastes of Alaska and its half, but there would be hoping that what it calls

Siberia. In Washington thisregular meetings of the park"glasnost into glaciers" will we«k, US and Soviet officials managers and they would become reality by 1991.

	announced that they had   establish a joint "centre for
	The effect of the park will be

	
	research and public
	

	agreed to establish an inter-
	
	to erode the artificial twenti-

	
	information".
	

	national park spanning the
	
	eth-century division of two

	Bering Strait
	
	
	

	
	
	Announcing that they had regions, whose links date back

	A joint feasibility study by
	accepted the recommendation to the existence of an Ice Age

	the National Parks Services of
	
	
	land bridge.

	the two nations, said the
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	Even when that was covered

	purpose would be "to promote
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	by the sea, said the feasibility

	the protection, understanding
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	study, "common life in

	and enjoyment of the common
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	Beringia continued without

	heritage of Beringia", as the
	Ti
	interruption for thousands of

	
	
	
	

	region of icebound wilderness
	
	years. Even under the flag of

	on both sides of the narrow
	
	
	the Russian Empire, and later

	strip of sea is known.
	
	Providenlya  /,  Nome  %  '

	
	
	
	during American and Russian

	
	
	\  Bering  '  <^  ff  '  j

	Beringian natives would be
	
	^v strait /
	commercial whaling periods,

	able to resume ancient histori-
	
	
	people, ideas and goods moved

	cal and cultural links dis-
	
	
	across the sea.

	
	
	
	"But the flow of culture and

	rupted by the Cold War.
	
	

	Wildlife managers will be able
	ideas, which could not be

	to track walrus, birds and
	
	
	stemmed by the submergence

	other animals which migrate
	
	
	of the land bridge, was dis-

	between the countries. Natural
	of the joint feasibility study,

	
	
	
	rupted by the tide of politics."

	historians and scientists need-
	Mr Manuel Lujan, the US There have been recent

	ing to hop the 30 miles from
	Secretary of the Interior, and

	
	
	
	signs of rapprochement. Visa

	Alaska to Siberia for research
	Mr V.G. Sokolovsky, deputy

	
	chairman of the Soviet State
	restrictions have been relaxed

	purposes will no longer have to
	
	for Alaskan and Siberian na-

	detour via Moscow.
	Committee for Protection of
	tives wishing to visit relatives.

	The US has proposed an
	the Environment, said they
	Bering Air has begun charter

	
	wanted the park established in
	flights between Nome in

	existing 2.8 million-acre na-the near future.
	

	ture reserve as its contribution
	
	Alaska and the Siberian city of


4o the "Arctic Park", and the
Legislation will be required Provideniya.
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